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Trendém;pfmajor Crops

Although Franilin County agriculture is becoming more diversified as nore
land is put under irrigation, wheat and other small: grain grown mostly in dry-
land areas continue to be the major crops, The colinty. was among the state's top
ten in 1959 in wheat, barley, and rye acreage. Wheat and rye have decreased scmae
what since then, partly because of acreage control programs on wheat and because
of increased emphasis on irrigated field crops, Barley acreage was up somewhat
in 196k, reversing a downward trend befun in 1956,

Landg brought under irrigation b~ the Columbiz Basin Project have undergons
great changes with respect to crops grown. Some newly introduced crops have
attained major importance, and acreage and production-of some existing crops have
Increased.

Table 16, Franklin County's Apricvltural Rank Améng the One Lundred Leading
United States Counties. -
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Commodity 71559 1954
Potatoes {acres harvested) 79 i/
Potatoes (prodaction) 63 1/
Plums and Prunes (mumber of tross) 91 - i/
Plums and Prunes (producticn) 77 1/
Crapes (muber of vines) 56 - 58
Grapes (production) Lo - 53

1/ Uot among the lsading 100 cdounties,

Source: U.5. Census of Agriculture, 1959

Alfalfa hay, third in acreage to wheat and barley, is nearly all grown on
irrigated land, Production and acreapge have climbed steadily sinece large~scals
irrigation began. The county ranked fourth statewide and 79th natiomside in
potato acreage in 1959, Potato acreage, strictly under irrigation, also has
increased steadily since 1950, Dry peas and dry heans, now major crops, are
nevwcomers made possible by irrigation. The county was third statewide in dry
bean acreage in 1959 and sixth in dry peas, o

Another important crop recently introduced on project lands is sugar bects,
Acreage has steadily increased, and Franklin was fifth in the state in 1959. idint
for oil and field corn are other valuable irrigated crops. Althoush the trec
frudt industry is relatively minor, the county was 77tk nationwide in plum and
prune production in 1959, OGrape acreage has heen reduced in recent years hecause
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Small Grains

The 1959 =mall grain harvest, consisting of 121,577 acres in wheat, barley,
rye, ocats, and other grains, accounted for 7k percent of the county's total hare
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vested crop land,
acreage was from non~irrigated fields

Winter
Wheat
Barley
Spring
Wheat
Alfalfa Hay
Rye ?,O@O'
Sugar Beets 6,300 |
Potatoes 5,500
Dry Beans 5,00 -
Dry Peas L,400
Field Corn 2,930
Vegeﬁablés 1,630
A 1 Y T T ' Y e et e e 3 7
0 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 75
‘;’hnusamis of Aores
Sources Statistical Reporting Service, U.5.D.A.
Figufe 10. Acreages Harvested for Major Crops,

 Franklin Gounty, 1962

For the fdur main grain crops, 92 perc¢nn of the harvested
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t Winter Wheat -
Barley |
Alfalfa Hay
~;<_W.
Spring Whest :
Rye '+ iiiiic:
.
Corn {for grain) | 4,969 _LB'S,OVB- ; ST K ‘ .
. l:‘.fx MEh ' ’ L : R . !, i . ’ f
Potatoes. . . |2,489| 2,489 ; . © .1 R Ixrigate«; :.': ". C
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R R I Portion of Tst 1
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Source: U.S, Census of Agriculture, 1959, . =
T (To‘ba}& .may differ slightly from those in' tables
L e - derived from Statlsﬁical Reportlng Service datas)

o

Figure 11o Comparison of Total.&creage Harvested and Pcrtion Irrigated .
for MaJor Crops Franklln County, 1959..- o . PR,
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Wheat has béen the most 1mportant crop in Franklln County since pioneer days.v
The 1959 harvested acreage accounted for 61 percent of the county!s total harvested

cropland, . Acreage has: fluctuated somewhat in, recent .yeans because of acreage
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Tahle]j, Wheat and Barley: Acreage, Yleld and Production
Frankiin Gounty, l949—196h

All Wheat N ) -Barley

Year ' Harv. iYield b Harve | Yield |

icres |(bushels Production * '} . .Acres - ; {busnels Procuction

per acre) |. (bushels) per acre) (bushels)

199 |1Lk,00C 15,2 2,192,000 120 | 20,0 2,100
1950 {10,500 25,2 3, 5hly, 200 64700 32,0 - 21h,uoo
1951 [1h2,000 2343 3,313,000 200 32,0 6,100
1952 {17,000 25.h 3, 740,500 . boo | 3h.0 13,600
1953 {148,500 23.3 3,160,500 2,000 35.0 70,000
195 108,950 2748 3,02k, 500 27,100 27.5 7h5,ooo
1955 {100,100 21.5 2,153,600 33,000 17.0 561,000 .
1956 103,000 2Le5 2,522,100 2&,300 23.1 562,500
1957 | 91,800 2049 2,829,300 15,400 36.3 559,300
1958 | 91,100 [  30.6 2,787,300 25,100 | 21.8 647,500:
1959 | 99,500 3245 3,238,500 22,000 35.1 - 771,200
1960 | 88,500 | 30.1 2,664,000 20,800 32,5 676,000
1961 | 98,300 | * 26,8 2,635,500 27,000 3647 990,000
1962 | 92,300 | 38.5 3,510, 700 26,000 k2,0 1,092,000
1963 | 97,100 | .38.5 3,738,200 25,000 | 30,0 750,200 - -
196k | 90,200 LS55 4,102,100 32,000 35.0 1,119,300

Sources Statisical Reporting Service, U.S. Department of Agricultire

controls and irrigation on former wheatland, The highest year for harvested .
acreage was 1953, with 140,500 acres. The lowest was 1960 with 88,5003 acreage
since then has remained slightly above this level, Productionvand vields have
shown tremendcus’ increases because of newly introduced varieties and irrigation of
some wheat, The preliminary estimate of L,102,100 bushels in 196} is the highest
recorded in recent yvears. Despite irrdgation, large dryland farms in the east-
ern part of the county prodnce most of the wheat.

Fall sown'wheat has been preferred over sprlng wheat to take advantage of
winter .moisture and protective snow cover, Fields are left idle for a year,
{summer fallow) for maximum moisture retention and fall soil moisture is usually
sufficient. for permination., There is usually enough snow Yo protect the young
rlants from extreme cold. Fields that show poor germination or fail to survive
the winter in pood condition are generally reseeded wholly or in patches to spring
wheat., Under dry soil conditions in the fall, planting may be deferred until
spring. Spring wheat acreage in any given year is strongly related to winter -
losses of winter wheat, About a fourth of the spring wheat acreage is now on
1rrigated farms,

Franklln Couniy wheat growers have experimented with many varieties,
Common white wheat, ideal for pastry, is most popular. Gaines, Burt, and Cmar
are the most popular white varieties. Considerable hard red winter wheats, mainly
Turkey-Rio and Cheyenne, also are raised. Research and experimentation in selection
of varieties has involved close cooperation between Federal, State and private
agencles,
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Winter Wheat Spring Wheat i
Year { Harvested Yield Production|  Harvested Yield Production
Acres (bushels ; (bushels) Acres (bushels {bushels)

R per acre) per acres)
1949 | 80,000 15,0 | 1,200,000 613,000 15,5 992,000
1950 | 127,000 26,1 | 3,31k,700 13,500 17.0 229,500
1951 | 123,000 2L,0 | 2,952,000 19,000 19.0 361,000
1952 {139,000 2545 | 3,5LL,500 8,000 2h.5 196,000
- 1953 | 109,000 2lheS | 2,670,500 39,500 20,0 790,000
1954  {10L,600 28,0 | 2,928,800 h, 350 22,0 95,700
1955 97,200 21,5 | 2,089,800 2,900 22,0 63,800
1956 | 51,700 21,0 { 1,085,700 51,300 28,0 1,436,400
1957 85,800 28.5 | 2,445,300 12,000 32,0 38,000
1958 86,500 31.0 | 2,681,500 1y, 600 23,0 105,800
1959 77,700 32.0 2,486,400 21,800 3445 752,100
1960 72,000 31.5 | 2,268,000 16,500 24,0 396,000
1961 80,500 25,0 | 2,012,500 17,800 35.0 623,000
1962 69,200 37.0 | 2,550,400 22,100 43,0 950, 300
1963 85,000 38,0 ! 3,230,000 12,100 42,0 508,200
106l 71,000 h7.5 i 3,372,500 19,200 38.0 729,600

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S5. Department of Agriculture

Table 19 Varieties of '/ .sat Grown in I'ranilin County, 1964

=

- Clagses and Varieties

Production: Percent of .
of Wheat (brshels) Total Crop
Common Yhite 2,310,600 56,3
Gaines 1,228,800 30,0
Burt 753,000 1£.3
Marfod 260,000 643
Baart 2,400 0.1
Regua 30,000 0.7
Idaed 36,400 0.9
White Club 59,300 1347
Onar 502,800 12,3
Elgin 56,500 1.0
Hard Red Vinter 1,010,2C0 2L .6
Turkey-Rio L5, 800 10.9
Ttana 119,000 2.9
Columbia - 61,400 1 1.5
Cheyenne + 384,000 943
Hard Red Spring 222,000 S
Ceres 222,000 5.4

Sovrce: Statistical Reporting Service,
U.S. Department of Agriculture
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Barley, Rye and Oais :
Barley is the second most important graln”bfop. Its. distribution pattern
largely follows that of wheat Cash-gram farmers, vhen their wheat acrsage is

limited under federal whe . summer failow with

barley, Many farmers have turnec 46 bartley: to f:.ll out their programs, to keep
fields free of weeds, or to enrich the soil. Barley has also been a pioneer crop
on newly irrimsted- farms.- -The Jrrfmgated acreage amounted-to. 4. percent- of the ... .
total in 1959. Acreage showed a jump in 1954 and has fluctuated between 15,400
and 33,000 acres sxnce then. DMost barley is groxm for I:westock feed and seed,

Rve is aqother crop oftzn pl anted on non-lrr:r.rqted land, . It is commonly
used ag a cover cron to prevent wind erosian. ‘When planted for this purpose it
often serves as nas cure and then-is plowed under ‘as a green mamae crop. The
harvested cron once uzs used for. llvestock feed on the farm vhere grown, but tom
day most rye s sold, Harvestea acreage fluctuated be’c.ween 5,100 and 1h,700 acres
from 19Tk to 1962, \ . .

Oats are a mlnor §ra1n erop used almost eyc1u51ve1y “for 11vestock feed on,
the farm vhere nroduced. They are commonly fed chrectly, cround with corn for
young animals, or fed to cattle as part of.a ‘ration; Oats often alternate with .
whazat and bar, Ley in crop rotations on some farms. Although oats are a crop of
cosl, moist reﬁlons, about half of Franklln County's aereage is in dryland vhead
arcas, Yleld is often reduced by ‘the hot;. dry summer maather. The rnumber of
acres harvested has varied from 560 -to 25 OGO since 155k, ‘ o

Table 20. Oats and Rye: ‘ncreage,‘Yle1d and produchlon,
: Franklin County, 184:9-1562 :

-Year | Harvested |. Eleml Frocucbion | Harvested |.Yield . Production
Aeres | - (bushels..|. (bushels) --|~.-Acres . - . {{bushels | -. (bushels)
| per acre})| per acre) o
1949 100 5540 ' 5,500 1,120 940 10,100
1950 200 50,0 10,000 3,500 11.5 - { -ho,300
1954 200 53,0 | .. :Lo, 600 2,900 9.0 26,100
1952 250 50,0 { 12,500 900 10,6 | 9,000
1943 390 ° L5.4 17,700 1,130 13,0 |, 1L,700
195 800" | 38,0 30,400 54100 11,5 58,600
19551 21,3507 | 8%,5 | - ‘43,900 - 5,L00 11,7 63,000
1956 810 1240 3k, 000 © 9,100 10,0 91,000
1557 2,000 | 5845 117,000 1h, 700 22,0 323,400 ‘
1958 1,300 28,5 37,000 11,300 16,5 .286,450 '
1559 840 15,5 38 200 11,300 19.5 -.220,350
1960 570 63.0 35,900 © 13,000 19.5 | 253,500
1961 500 . 66,0 | . 33,000 . 8,000 21,0 . | 168,000
1962 800. . 70,0 | 56,000 7,000 19,0 - -} 133,000

Sources .Stétisﬁicql_ﬁeporting"Seryice,”Q.ﬁ, Department of Agficﬁlture

Hay Crops
Alfalfa is well adapted to the irrigated fields of Franklin County, This crop
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reeds sunshine, warmth, and great amounts of water for maximum yields, and yet is
quite tolerant of drought and heat, Acreage has steadil y 1ncreased since 1rrlga-
tion began in the early 1950's, reaching 19,600 acres in 1562, Yields are _highy -
averaging over five tons per acre in good years, Demand for high protein tested
hay is resulting in production of higher quality slfalfa, Processing of alfalfa

as meal, pellets, wafers; and mixed ration feeds is zn expanding 1ndustry.

Table 21, Alfalfa Hay and Clover-Timothy Hay Acreage, . .
. Yield and Productlon, Franklin County, 1949-1962

Alfalfa Hay Clover and Timothy Hay

Harvested | 1ield Production | Harvested | Yield ~ Production
Year Acres (tons ~ (tons) Acres (tons . .. (tons)
per acre) o per acre) :
W49 | 1,180 3.6 1,200 150 1,0 150 -
1950 1 100 3.1 3,400 170 1,8 300
1551 1 hGO 3e9 5,400 1,0 1.1 150
1952 1,360 16 6,200 100 2.0 200
. 1953 1,720 3.0 5,200 80 349 +310
195kt -2, 800 _ .6 12,800 60 1.5 90
1965 3, ;580 4.0 14,300 100 102 120
1956 L.,Boo 530 2Ly, 000 120 1.0 120
1957 5,90 503 31,300 200 202 LLO
1958 | 10,000 5.8 58,300 ~= | . 270 2,0 )
1959 {15,500 bl 68,200 . 360 263 830
1960 | 18,000 L3 _ 77,oco Loo i 2.5. .f.... 1,000
961 195000 | - 50 --*9,,003 B B 1008 1.6 700~
1962 19,600 L7 o 92,h00 500 245 1,260
- Source: Statlstlcal Reportlng Service, U,S D.A.
' Table 22, Hay Crops Other Than Alfalfa and Clover-Timothy;
BN ‘Acres Cut and Production in Franklin County, 1919-1959
Small Grains | Silage from Grass,
Cut for Hay (Hay or Small Grsins Other Hay
Year | Acres [Prod. | Acres ABrod. Aores | Prod,
o (tons) - {tons) L (tons)
T 1919 | 11,61 7,8891 . L . 35, 16 ' 13
..3929 1L, 7051 5,250 No Record 70 30
1939 1 2,703| 2,098 - L - 3. 17
19Lk9 { 1,088| 1,037 - — 19 . Lo
o 395h | 1,7531 1,779 . =- — s 500 -
1959 | 686| 1,198 428 . 3,021 | ash.- 255

Source: U,S, Census of Agriculture,

Clover and Timothy hay in Washington is grown mostly west of the Cascades ‘and
is & minor crov in Franklin County. Acreage has. increased gradually since 1955 and
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reached a high of 500 acres in 1962, Acreages of small grains cut for hay have
decreased steadily, from 11,6L1 acres in 1919 to 686 in 1959. Sllage crops have

gained some popularity in recent years dlth the increase in irrigation and livew
stock feeding operations,

Dry Beans and Peas

Washington!s dry field and szed Lean production is largely confined to Columbia
Basin Project irrigated fields in Franklin, Grant and Adams counties, GCrowers in-
clude beans in a halanced rotatlon and rel; on them.zs. an important cash crope. Red
Mexicane-known as "small reds" in the trade--is the most important variety. Others
are pinto, small white, Great Northern, pink, anc- Black Turtle beans. Acreage has
fluctuated between 1,200 and 11 hOO acres since the crop became lmportant in 1951,
Reduction in OVﬁrseas ovtlets has been largely resvonsible for reduced acreages
since the peak in 1958. Yields have been lowered in some years by disease and in-
clement harvesting and growing weather, Dry field beans are used mostly as human

food,

ad
QG

Dry field and seed peas have spread from the primary growing areas in eastern
Washingtont!s dryland wheat .region to the Columbia Basin with the coming of irriga=
tion., As a legume, peas restore nitrogen and act as a green manure and cover crop,
as well as providing a cash income, Initiated in the early 1950's, dry peas have
been uarVGSUUu from up to L,L00 acres each year since 1961, Most of the county's

PRSP

CIop is—usedfor [S1-1=1v

Tsble 23, Dry Peas and Dry Deans: Acréage, Yield and Production in

o
Twranlrldm Oannd-r 19
-7

franNKairn uutu. 1) 17'9 - 1963.
- Dry Peds o Dry Beans |

Year Harvested . Yield Production “arvested Yield Production

' Acres (pounds (pounds) | Acres (pounds .{ ({pounds)

per acre) | per acre) '

1949 15 870 13,000 ! 663 1,580 1,045,500
1950 No Data o Deta ‘ Yo Data
1951 o | .. o - . . 0 2,290 2,000 L, 560,000
1952 10 800 8,000 1,200 1 700 2,010,000
1953 Lo 700 28,000 1,650 1 520 ,pOS 000
155k 180 ~{* 2,000 - Jou,uuu 3,630 - 1,650 5,990,000
1955 1,200 - 1,560 - 5872,000 3,250 1,800 5,850,000
1956 1,500 - | - 1,930 3 60?,000 2,900 -1,800 5 220,000
1057 1,300 2, 260 2,930 000 6,200 1,900 i1, 178 000
1958 800 | ¢,730 1,38&,000 . 13,400 1,700 19,380,000
1959 1,300 2,700 3,510,000 -9,700 1,760 § 17,072,000
1960 2,300 2700 ¢,210,000 7,500 . 1,700 12,750,000
1961 3,800 1,970 7,486,000 11,800 1,890 9,072,000
1962 4,.&00 2,860 12,58&,000 5,100 . 1,740 9,396 000
1963 3,700 2,200 8,140,000 4,600 o . 1,970 9,060,000

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U,S,D.A. Data for 1949 from
U.8, Census of fgriculture, ' )

Sugar Beets . B .
‘Requirements of a long, warm growing season, fertile soil, and plentiful water
make sugar beets sn ideal crop for the county's new irrigstion areas, Besides
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importance for sugar, the sugar beet is a valuable rotationcerop and the tops fur-
nish livestock feed, ’ . . .

Harvested acreage -inereased from-373-acres in.195h te-7,000 in 1963. Recent
elimination of acreage controls by the U,S, Department of Agriculture hzs helped

increase the amount of land put into sugar beet production, Refineries established
at Macaa Tala {MNuarmd Oacmdor) o s

vy mim el Moo mand ool FU o ® e Monan Lo 3. awlaer mavlead o
QL Slvebe dong ojlabadlh LUULLy ) | LOPPRTILSA L LAXIMg, WORNILY ) PTOVIGEe Nearcy marieise
Most of the sugar is marketed outside the stzte, '

Table 2L, Acreage, Yiel@jénd Pfoduction of ,Sugar Beets in
Franklin County, 19549-1963. o

et torai————

Acres Yield .o
Year Harvested (tons per Production
R : acre) {tons)
1949 .0 o 0
195k 373 20,L 7,615
- 1959 1,597 . 25:3 0,018
1960 2,000 23.L ] L6,800
1961 5,900 25,3 | 149,000
1962 6,300 27.0 | 170,200
1963 7,000 27.2 | 190,L00

Source: Data for 1949-1959 from U.S, Census of Agriculture, ..
' Data for 1960-1963 from Statistical Reporting Service, U,S.D.A,

Potatoes

Potato acreage has grown steadily in Franklin County, from 240 acres in 1949 to
6,810 in 196L...Strictly an:irrigated crop, potatoss-are-harvested-either in late
summer or fall, The late summer crop is marketéd immediateély, Most fall potatoes
go into storage for winter marketing. TRusset is the most popular variety -- others
include the round red and white rose, : : '

Field Corn

A few years ago most of the:field corn crop was harvested for grain anﬂ used
mostly in poultry feeds, egg mash, and livestock feed, County farmers in;recent
years have been cutting sizeable portions of the crop for sileage. The number-of
acres harvested each year for grain remained below a thousand prior to 1957, grew to
5,200 in 1959, and has since tapered off to between 2,700 and L,000, Washington is
a corn deficit area and imports a substantial amount each year from midwestern-
states to meet her feed reguirements. ; g : .

Vegetables

County vegetable growers have benefited by irrigation and by proximity to pro-
cessing plants in Yakima ‘and other nearby counties, The 196k harvest, from 1,360
acres, consisted of the following major vegetabless sweet corn (880 acres), green
peas for processing (250 acres), asparagus (200 acres), dnions (20 acres), and
watermelons (10. acres), . Small quantities .of cantaloupe,.carrots, and tomatoes have
been grown in years past but commercial acreages of these crops have not been re-
ported since 1958, Vegetable acreage reflects procéssor demand and fluctuates from
year to year,
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Table 25, Potatoes: Acreage, Yield and Procduction, Franklin County, 1915-1964

Vaala

Year Harvested Vield — Produetion
' éres {tons (tons)
‘ : per acre)
“1949 o0 1 12.8 3,000
1950 220 1,9 3,280
1951 300 - 12,5 3,750
1952 330 12,0 3,960
15953 500. 12,0 6,000
1954 650 13.5 8,800
1955 1,590 1341 - 20,800
1956 1,910 © 13,6 26,000
1957 2,160 7 1 13,5 29,180
1958 3,700 13.7 50,750
1959 3,&80 11.0 38,280
1960 2,870 13,5 38}?00
1961 £,320 16,40 85,200
1962 5,500 16,1 - £8, 400
1963 1,680 15,7 73,500
_196h 6,840 15, | 105,000

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture

Table26. Field Corn: Acres Planted ard Acres Harvested for Grain,

Fran' l:!ﬁ COU.J.LUJ > 1/;".., -..L/6)

. -
1 Acres Planted Harvested for Grain -
Year | For ALL Harvested Yield -~ [ Production
Purnce<es Acres {Bu. ner Acre) {Bushels)
1949 o data 100 5540 5,500
1950 lo data 100 58,0 5,800
19511 Mo data 90 55,0 4,950
1952 Ho data 10 62,9 8,800
1953 No data 290 5kl 15;680
195], 1,050 5h0 58,5 31,600
1655 1,206 600 85.5 51,300
1956 1,020 6C0 8l145 50, 700
o5 2,000 1,000 91.0 97,000
1¢58 3,600 2,300 73.0 179,400
1549 6,100 5,100 83.5 125,800
1~JL 7,100 1y, 5G0 92,9 1127, 300
1941 h,OOO : 2,700 92.0 2h8, 400
. 1062 b4 LOO 2,900 Sh4,5 . | 274,050
19563 5,500 L, 000 91,5 - | 366,000
166 1, 100 2,700 t 9845 266,000
Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S., Department of Asriculture
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_ Green Peas for Process;ng.. Franklin Gauﬂéy, 1953196k

=

o A1l meamm pq’t/ Sueet. Corn Green Peas for -
Year T K Processing "«
Acres Prod, Acres | Prod. | Acres Prod, -
_ , (tons) | .. | (tons) (tons)
e T e ___Mm-s..:ﬂm:—wm
1954 15 210 |  -- - - e
1955 100 210 | ww - -— -—
195 | 375 W65 | 10 0 | 21 210
1957 430 380 20 7.} 270 240
1958 160 800 60 | 180 P‘250 I ¢ S R
w1959 | 350 | 1,060 | 80| cebo [ B0 T pet R
1960 960 .| 3,210 § 700 | 2,720 100 150
- 1961 2,210 - 7,850 {1,850 7,200 | 200 200
1982 - 1,630 - 9,770 |1,3C0 8,700 150 T 200
1963 1,330 7,83Q'.1,030',¢,6 800 | 100 . 100 ...
C T 196l 1,360 6,940 880 6, 100 250 . 200

;/ ‘Includes the follow1ng vegetables. Sweet Corn, Green Peas for'
Processmg, Asparapus, Onions, and Watcrmelons.
Sourﬁe. Statistical Reporting Serv1ce, U, S. Department of Agriculture

Table 28. Vegetaole Crons' Asnaraus, inons and Uatermelons, LT
e .. . ... Fran¥lin C..~* 7y LI5LmLSEL e e

==__£gp apao'_m Onions Wa%ermelons
Year Keres , rrod, @ Acres  Irod, | Acres ; Prod,.
i (tons) | ; (tons) (tons)
1955 | . 80 i 110 oo - 20 | ~100
1956 80 | 115 - s 15} A0 .
1957 90 . 1 110° } 20.{ 200 |.30. ] 210 - o
1958 110 o 20 20 | 20 100
1959 150 | 120 20 ! 360 | 50 . 300
1960 | 150 - ! 10 -} 10 . 200 | = -
ool 1 130, 150 J..20 }.250.}.10 .7 50
ST Ig62 ol 30 260 T 20+ Lo | 300 T 210
mee 1963 -F.-350- | 280--{- - 30 b--h50{ 20 | 200
196k 200 {340 4 20 | 250 ) 10 50

Source'Staiistical Reporting Service, U.S. Department of
Agriculture : .

Mint e
Peppernmint. and spearmint for mint 0il have becone a lucrative specialty corop
in the irrigated areas. Most is harvested similwrly ® hay,nlbwed to sun cure, and
treated in "mint stills" to extract oil from the leaves, Much of the oil.is-used
as flavoring in chewing gum and toothpaste, Other markets are candy and ice cream
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companies, pharmaceutical houses, jelly and jam processors, and extract companies,

Some oil is exported abroad,

Recently there has been a shift in. mint prduction from the principal area in

the Yakima Vzlley to newly irrigated fields.in.the Columbia Basin,

Mint as a crop

will probably continue to gain in importance-orm these new fields,
acreage has pained steadily in Franklin County, from LO acres in 1957 to 530 in

1964, T
reduced prices,

Pepperxint

The spearmint“aqreagemhasmﬁalienweﬁffhere in recent years, due partly to

Table 29, Mint for 0il: Peppermint and Spearmint, Franklin County,
1957 - 196k, :

o Feppermint Spearmint,
Year {Harvested| Yield (pounds}Preduction jHarvested | ¥ield {pounds| Productian
Acres of oil per (pounds Acres of oil per (pounds
acre) of 0il) acre) of o0il)
1957 Le 45,0 1,800 - 60 70,0 1,200
1958 5C 86,0 :h,BOO 60 11,7 8,500
1959 28¢ T 70,0 119,600 80 7540 6,000
1960 | 300 68.0 20,400 150 1.3 10, 700
1961 LoC 80,0 32,000 - 170 7523 12,800
1962 . 220 59.1 . .13,000 70 85,7 6,000
1963 150 Lireh 20,000 20 100,0 2,000
1964 530 50,9 27,000 10 100,0 1,000
Source:

Field Seed Crops

Statistical Reporting Service, U.S,0.4,

Growing hay and grass crops for seed provides many Franklin County farmers
Acreages vary greatly from year to year as

with a supplementary eash income,
farmers experiment with new crops. ~The main tiio sead cropswere elfalfa and red
clover, which were harvested from 391 .and 528 acres, respectively, in 1959, Another
23 acres wers harvested that year for Merion bluegrass seed,

Table 30, Field Seed Crops Harvested: Acreage
and Production, Franklin County, 1929-1959,

ktfalfa Seed Red Clover Seed
Year | Acres| Productioni Acres | Production
(pounds)  (pounds)
1929 | 10 - 1,500 | .- -
1939 -] R - , -
1949 10 1,200 { 78 10,612
195h - - 298 60,370
1959 | 391 107,396 528 116,816
Source: U,S, Census of Agriculture.

Tree Fruits, Orapes and Berries

Growing of fruit plays a minor part in Franklin County's agriculture, The
1959 crop was produced by 70 farms on 338 acres, Local fresh markets take most of
the tree fruit, with the surplus going to buyers in the Yakima Valley.
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Emphasis on the type of fruit grown in the county has chenged in the last fifty
years. Apple, pear and cherry production has decreased while apriéots, plums and

! 2 3 £lrvmdrrn
prunes have become more popular, Peach production has shown considerable fluctua=

tion. The gravne harvest reached 2 5700,22L pounds in 1959, A few berries are groun
for local consumption., The 1959 harvest amounted to 11,900 pounds of sgranbe“rles
and 5Ll pounds of raspherrles.

Table 31 Qaantity of Tree Fruits and Grapes Harvested in
" Frenklin County, 1909-1959,

Year |[Apples | Pears | Peaches | Cherries! Plums &) Apricots | Grapes
(bushels) | (tons}| (pounds) | (pounds)] Prunes | (pounds) | {pounds)
(tons) - ] .
1909 516 L 20,L00| 7 em 1. 4,C00 | No record A
1919 | 13,708 | 28 265,920 L,70L 9 192 ¢ 31,600
1929 | 1,355 { -6 29,520 25,104 L6 - 19,920 | 2h6 720
1939 176 2 191,232 { 9L,670 g 27,460 | 631 455
299 L 12 b o~ 1 9l,797.4 118,58 6 19 ésar!2 365,579
WSLIL 425 | ~- b57,060 | .13, 25 1 137,750 ; 1,258,200
1959 832 | - 105,970, 53 | 186 178, 610 2,700,22);

1/ Data from farms having less. than 20 trecs or v_nes not 1ncluded.
Source: U,S, Census of Agrlculture. ‘

Tabls 32, Fruit Trees or Vines ¥ B ear:ng Age, F“anflln County, 1910-1959,

Year (Apples | Pears Peaches Cherries Plums & “Apricots Grapes
L Prunes .
1900 1,061 219 738 - 108 558 {1l | No record
1910 | 2,233 660 -2,901 . 303 hr2. 3} 315 | No record
1920 113,5L1 {° 7L9 2,674 sttt 303 . 16 8,834
1930 903 97 190 - L56 | . L82 i - L1 37,504
1940 Wiz 1 2,042 | 1,381 | hGB o 695 48,750
1950 © 73 8 hhss b 7280 1 1,186 | 175,228
95h 34 1,07k | 9 1,903 238 | 1, h60,_ 2,299 | 153,852
1959 14 820 b 1,116 .} :§_ 3,853 1,678 | 113,76k

1/ Data from farms hav ing. 1ess than 20, trees or vines not included,
Source: U,S, Census of Agriculture.



